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25 January 1868

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Elder Broek was chosen
chairman, it was decided that "the monthly paper which has been given by Rev. van Raalte to the
catechumens will continue to be distributed and that the expenses primarily paid by Rev. van
Raalte from now on will be covered in some other fashion."
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 303-305.
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Consistory Meeting of January 16, 1868
Present: Brothers Schrader, Keppel, Wakker, Pijster, Kerkhof, Vadrwerk, Sprietsma,
Geerlings, Vaupel, J. ter Vree.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by pióther Pijster.
ARTICLE 2 — Schrader was appointed chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes of the previous nyeting were read and approved.
,
ARTICLE 4— It was decided that from 9ow on the consistory will meet every fourteen
days on Friday evening, beginning at 6:30, and ending at 9:00 o'clock.
ARTICLES — A proposal to rent the pews at $5.00 for each seating place annually, for as
many years as one desired, was 4ected.
ARTICLE 6 — A proposal to/ ent the pews of the church at $20.00 to $30.00 each year,
until notice of discontinuadee was received, was discussed. It was decided that, at the
first renting, the highest l'idder would be granted the choice of pew. However, because
currently both congrega ions have an interest in this matter, the rental of pews was placed
on the table.
ARTICLE 7 — It wa decided that both consistories will meet on Friday, January 25, in
the workplace of (other Vaupel.
The meeting was j5losed with prayer by Brother Keppel.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of January 25, 1868
Of the consistories of both congregations, Kamper and Geerlings were absent.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother van Zee.
ARTICLE 2 — Brother Broek was chosen as chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — A letter from Jacob Reidsema was read. This letter contained a request for
lifting of his censure, since he has been chastised enough, and wishes to join the
Congregational Church in Kalamazoo. He deplored the fact that a letter which he had
written several weeks ago to G. Wakker, as clerk of the consistory, had not been
answered and his request given
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no attention, etc., dated January 13, 1868.
The clerk reports that he has received no other letter than the one which he had presented
to the consistory and answered. J. Reidsema apparently received this letter, according to
his communication of March 8, 1867. This response was answered (see Article 9 of
minutes of April 12, 1867) on April 17, 1867.
The consistory judged that now, just as in the past,
no reasons exist to give him a
statement without notice of discipline, as mentioned in the letter of April 12. However,
because of the desire expressed in his last letter dated January 13, the clerk will send him
a statement, including disciplinary action, and call attention to the letter of April 17.
ARTICLE 5 — The letter of Rev. Pieters, which has already been read to the congregation
informing us of his decline of the call extended to him by this church, was received for
information.
It was decided to add Brother Schrader to the assignment of the clerk, in order to, as
quickly as possible, make arrangements for a congregational meeting in the presence of a
counselor, in order to move towards a new call and the making of a trio. At the same
time, there will be a discussion about pew rentals.
ARTICLE 6 — Membership transfer received for Lippe Mentes Boersma and his wife,
Trientje Uges de Vries, from Sauwerd, the Netherlands, dated March 11, 1867.
ARTICLE 8 (sic) — It was decided that the monthly paper which has been given by Rev.
van Raalte to the catechumens will continue to be distributed and that the expenses
primarily paid by Rev. van Raalte from now on will be covered in some other fashion.
At the same time, it was reported that Brother de Bruin had distributed another
worthwhile paper for the children. Consideration about this paper and the gathering of
the necessary funds were given to a committee, which is to report at the following
consistory meeting. The committee consists of de Bruin, Capon, Keppel, and Schrader.
ARTICLE 9 — Brothers Labots, Keppel, and Schrader were appointed to review the
books and to report at the following meeting.
ARTICLE 10 — A letter from the classical clerk, containing a request for an extra
collection or contribution on behalf of the deficit in the classical education funds, was
received. It was decided that this request will be honored at the dedication
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of the new church and installation of Rev. van der Meulen. It is thought that this can
happen about mid-February.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother de Bruin.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of February 3, 1868
Absent: Brothers Kamper and Beeuwkes.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Broek.
ARTICLE 2 — Brother Pijster was chosen was chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — The committee, appointed at the previous meeting, reports that they are
not yet ready to report, but will do so at the next meeting.
ARTICLE 5 — It was decided to add the names of three or four ministers to a committee
which will be formed at the upcoming congregational meeting. The names consist of
Revs. Oggel, Pieters, Zwemer.
ARTICLE 6 — Membership statement requestegand granted to R. Brouwer, to Grand
Haven; A. Huizing and wife; and T. Beeuwkestand wife, both to Alto, Wisconsin.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided that from now on membership statements will be signed by
the clerk, as president of the consistory.
ARTICLE 8 — It was decided to leave to the judgment of the congregation whether pews
should be rented or not.
The meeting was ended with prayer by Kamper.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of both congregations, February 7, 1868
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Pijster.
ARTICLE 2 — Brother Kerkhof was chosen as chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — The clerk reports that a testimouial and letter was sent to J. Reidsema.
The consistory of the First Reformed congregation of Holland hereby declares that

